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Reopening Guidance 

• “Recovering, Rebuilding, And Renewing: The 
Spirit of New York’s Schools Reopening 
Guidance” was released on July 16, 2020.

 P12 Program Offices developed “Recovering, 
Rebuilding, And Renewing: The Spirit of New 
York’s Schools Reopening Guidance:  Version 
2”. 

 Version 2 will be available on NYSEDs 
Reopening Guidance website.

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/reopening-schools/nys-p12-school-reopening-guidance.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/reopening-schools
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Unit of Study Requirements

Grades 7-12
 Revised definition of “unit of study”

 at least 180 minutes of instruction per week throughout the school 
year, or the equivalent. Equivalent shall mean at least 180 minutes 
of instructional time for instruction delivered in a traditional face to 
face model or through alternative instructional experiences, including 
but not limited to through digital technology or blended learning, that 
represents standards-based learning under the guidance and 
direction of an appropriately certified teacher. Instructional 
experiences shall include, but not be limited to meaningful and 
frequent interaction with an appropriately certified teacher; academic 
and other supports designed to meet the needs of the individual 
student and instructional content that reflects consistent academic 
expectations as in-person instruction. Any alternative instructional 
experience must include meaningful feedback on student 
assignments and methods of tracking student engagement.

Key Question


Are the instructional 
experiences, when 

considered as a 
whole, comparable in 

rigor, scope and 
magnitude to a 

traditionally delivered 
(180 minutes/week) 

unit of study?
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Instructional Experiences

Instructional experiences must include:
 meaningful and frequent interaction with 

an appropriately certified teacher;
 academic and other supports designed 

to meet the needs of the individual 
student; and

 instructional content that reflects 
academic expectations consistent with 
those which would be required for in-
person instruction.

Instructional experiences may include, but are 
not limited to:
 completing online modules or tasks;
 viewing instructional videos;
 responding to posts or instructor questions;
 engaging with other class participants in an 

online or phone discussion;
 conducting research;
 doing projects; or
 meeting with an instructor face to face, via 

an online platform, or by phone.
Recovering, Rebuilding, and Renewing: The Spirit of New York’s Schools –
Reopening Guidance (pp. 97-98)

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/reopening-schools/nys-p12-school-reopening-guidance.pdf
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Continuity of Learning Website

 Provides optional learning 
resources that districts and 
teachers may find helpful as we 
work together to reopen our 
schools

 NYSED does not endorse the 
content provided

 Instructional decisions are 
determined locally

Continuity of Learning Website

http://www.nysed.gov/edtech/continuity-learning


6

Continuity of Learning Website - Digital Content Resources

 Online instructional/learning resources around a variety of topics
 Resources for parents and caregivers as well as educators
 One section is organized by subject areas for easy access to content specific options
 Resources are free and do not require subscription-based fees

Digital Content Resources Webpage

http://www.nysed.gov/edtech/digital-content-resources
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NYS Next Generation ELA & Mathematics Learning Standards 
Implementation Timeline (2017-2022) 

Next Generation Learning Standards Roadmap and Implementation Timeline 

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/next-generation-learning-standards-and-assessment-implementation-timeline
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NYS Next Generation Learning Standards
Updated Implementation Timeline (ELA)

NYS Next Generation ELA Learning Standards Instruction and Assessment 
Implementation Timeline

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/next-gen-ela-implementation-timeline-revised-april-2020.pdf
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NYS Next Generation Learning Standards
Updated Implementation Timeline (Mathematics)

NYS Next Generation Mathematics Learning Standards Instruction and Assessment 
Implementation Timeline

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/next-gen-mathematics-implementation-timeline-revised-april-2020.pdf
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ELA Resource Update:  A Guide for Aligning Local Curricula to 
the Next Generation Learning Standards

Other Resources:
 Parent Document

 At a Glance 
Documents

 Roadmap Spotlight

Guide for Aligning Local Curricula to the Next Generation English Language Arts 
Learning Standards

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/next-generation-learning-standards-parent-resources
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/new-york-state-next-generation-english-language-arts-learning-standards
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-roadmap-spotlight
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/guide-aligning-local-curricula-next-generation-english-language-arts-learning
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ELA Resource Update
Scaffolding Guides and PD Toolkits 

Scaffolding Guides 
 Provide teachers with examples of scaffolds 

and strategies to supplement ELA, 
mathematics instruction in grades 3-8

Professional Development Toolkits 
 Provide prepackaged instructional steps 

and guidelines so educators and 
administrators may facilitate training on 
various aspects of the Next Generation 
Learning Standards within their own 
professional communities.

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/supporting-all-students-resource-guides-scaffolding-instruction-english
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/next-generation-standards-supporting-all-students-conferences-professional
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Write on, NY!

 Initiative to support writing 
across New York State

 Audience includes 
educators and students, 
as well as parents and 
community members

 Plan to develop resources 
specific to content areas
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Mathematics Resources Update
What’s New?

PD Toolkit and PowerPoint  for 
Curriculum Alignment Guide (NGMLS)

Mathematics Curriculum 
Bridge Documents

Guide for Aligning Local Curricula to the Next Generation Mathematics Learning 
Standards

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/guide-aligning-local-curricula-next-generation-mathematics-learning-standards
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Mathematics Resources Update
What’s Coming?

PK-8 
Glossary of 

Terms 
(NGMLS)
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Social Studies and Civic Readiness

The Civic Readiness Initiative is moving 
forward. During this moment of historically 
significant political protests we are creating 
resources that cultivate positive identity 
formation, encourage students to confront 
racial and ethnic injustice, and prepare them 
to live and work together in a diverse world.

The pilot for the Seal of Civic Readiness will 
commence in the Fall of 2021.  

Civic Readiness Initiative

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/civic-readiness-initiative
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Civic Readiness Initiative Goals for 2020-2021

FAQ on 
how to 

offer your 
students 

the Seal of 
Civic 

Readiness

Summary 
paper on 
the Public 
Comments 

and 
Survey

Create 
online or 
recorded 

professional 
development 
directed at 

grade bands
 K-2
 3-5
 6-8
 9-12

Create a 
regional map 
of community 
organizations 

willing to 
partner with 
local school 

districts

Create a 
regional map 
of colleges 

and 
universities 
engaged in 

civic 
engagement 
work willing 

to offer 
assistance to 
local school 

districts

Create a 
Civic 

Readiness 
Handbook 
for schools 
interested 
in applying 

for the 
seal 

Create a Civic 
Readiness 
Framework 

Resources Guide
 develop outcomes 

that are possible 
at each grade 
level in 
relationship to 
those we 
developed and in 
respect to the 
developmental 
possibilities at 
each grade level
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Science Updates

Integrating Science and 
Language for All Students 
With a Focus on English 
Language Learners 
 The Office of Curriculum 

and Instruction & Office of 
Bilingual Education and 
World Languages and Dr. 
Okhee Lee and her team at 
New York University

 7 webinars and briefs

Regents 
Examinations
 New Tentative Dates 

for the January 2021, 
June 2021, and 
August 2021 
Regents 
Examination Periods

Possible Grant Initiatives
 SIPS - Stackable, 

Instructionally Embedded, 
Portable Science 
Assessments Tasks

 Smithsonian Science for 
Makerspaces: Address the 
Digital Divide by Helping Rural 
Students Transfer 
Computational Thinking Skills 
Along the Technology 
Spectrum: From No-Tech to 
High-Tech

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/schedules/2021/regents-exams-tentative-dates-2021.pdf
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Science – Laboratory Requirements

 Science Laboratory Requirements Per Commissioner’s Regulations, courses that culminate in a 
Regents examination in science must include 1200 minutes of laboratory experiences. Due to the 
possibility of a hybrid or fully remote model of instruction as a result of COVID-19, the 
1200-minute lab requirement can be met through hands-on laboratory experiences, virtual 
laboratory experiences, or a combination of virtual and hands-on laboratory experiences 
coupled with satisfactory lab reports for the 2020-21 school year. This laboratory requirement 
is in addition to the course requirement and entitles a student to admission to a culminating 
Regents Exam. 

 The school district is responsible for aligning laboratory experiences specific to each science 
course; determining the mode or modes of instruction; and identifying a viable vetted list of 
acceptable virtual labs or a combination of virtual and hands-on labs that a student would need to 
complete for each science course that culminates in a Regents examination. Schools must 
determine a method for students to record laboratory experiences and satisfactory lab reports. In 
a virtual environment, emphasis should be placed on the quality of the experience and the 
satisfactory completion of each laboratory experience rather than the time spent in completing 
such laboratory experience. Any student who has completed all laboratory experiences in 
accordance with teacher expectations shall be deemed to have met the 1200-minute requirement. 

Recovering, Rebuilding and Renewing: The Spirit of New York’s Schools - page 98-99

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/reopening-schools/nys-p12-school-reopening-guidance.pdf
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Science – Additional Information Regarding Laboratory 
Experiences and Assessments

Although students must 
complete written reports 
for all laboratory 
experiences for courses 
that culminate in a science 
Regents Examination, 
schools have flexibility to 
determine how to conduct 
these activities under their 
continuity of learning 
plans. 

Students must prepare 
satisfactory written 
reports of the laboratory 
activities which should 
be kept on file for at 
least six months
following the date of the 
examination to provide 
evidence of students’ 
completion of the 
activities.

For all grade levels and 
courses, science 
educators should 
review the relevant 
science Learning 
Standards and Core 
Curricula where 
applicable, as well as 
objectives of laboratory 
activities to determine 
how best to provide 
instruction to students 
dependent on the 
instructional model in 
their school’s continuity 
of learning plan. 

In the past, students who 
were hospitalized, 
homebound, home-
schooled, or otherwise 
unable to complete the 
laboratory activities in a 
manner consistent with 
in-person instruction 
were given comparative 
laboratories or alternative 
laboratories. Schools are 
encouraged to draw from 
this experience when 
planning student 
instruction in science. 
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New York State Teacher of the Year

Oceanside High School social studies teacher, Jennifer Wolfe, will 
serve as an ambassador and voice for New York State teachers and 
will be recognized with other state teachers of the year at a White 
House reception in the spring. She will also be put forth as our 
nominee for 2021 National Teacher of the Year.

Finalists for 2021 New York State Teacher of the Year include:

• James Brown, a science teacher at Sand Creek Middle School in the 
South Colonie CSD

• Chelsea Dyer, an English teacher at Columbia High School in the East 
Greenbush CSD

• Victoria Gentile, a special education teacher at Fort Salonga Elementary 
School in Kings Park CSD

• Sara Bambino, an English teacher at Cicero-North Syracuse High School 
in North Syracuse CSD.  

NYS Teacher of the Year, applications for 2022 Teacher of the Year due by February 1st

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/new-york-state-teacher-year
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Arts Update
Arts Standards Implementation Resources

Discipline Specific Guidance 
Course Flow Charts
Pertinent Regulations 
for arts education at 
elementary, middle and 
high school levels
Course progressions at 
three levels
Visual and media arts—
suggested opportunities 
for varied entry points 
SCED  Codes
Course Descriptions

General and Discipline specific FAQ’s
 General and discipline specific FAQ’s on 

the Learning Standards for the arts

 Common questions about the 
implementation of the  2017 Learning 
Standards for the Arts.

Resources, including Course Flow Charts, 
can be found on the Office of Curriculum 
and Instruction’s Arts webpage.

Please also see recently released Arts 
Standards Self-Trainings.

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/arts-course-flowcharts
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/arts
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/arts-professional-development
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Arts Initiatives 

Individual Arts Assessment Pathway 
(IAAP)

 Originally planned to develop and pilot IAAP 
in the 2020-2021 school year; this has been 
pushed back considering the realities of this 
year.

 Hopeful resumption of in-person work next 
Spring/Summer; possibility of continuing 
work remotely in the interim. 

Revision of Design and Drawing for 
Production (DDP) Syllabus
 Working with Ed Tech Associates to create a 

working group of arts teachers and 
technology teachers to revise the syllabus 
for DPP

CAP 2020-2021 School Year
 Continuing development of Standards 

Implementation resources
 Working groups on Culturally Responsive 

Sustaining Education and Habits of mind
 Forthcoming survey of field to gauge 

district, school and teacher needs in this 
unique school year. 
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Physical Education Resources 

 NYSED Resources
 Recovering, Rebuilding, and Renewing: The Spirit of 

New York’s Schools (Pages 101-103)

 Guidance on Continuity of Learning

 Digital Content Resources

 PBS Learning
 Health & Physical Education

 NYSAHPERD Resources
 Physical Education at Home 

 SHAPE Resources
 Virtual Resources for Health and Physical Education

 Re-entry K-12 School Considerations Information

 CDC Re-entry information
 K-12 Schools and Child Care Programs

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/reopening-schools/nys-p12-school-reopening-guidance.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/edtech/guidance-continuity-learning
http://www.nysed.gov/edtech/digital-content-resources
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/subjects/health-and-physical-education/
https://www.nysahperd.org/content/hpeathome/hpeathome.cfm
https://www.shapeamerica.org/covid19-resources.aspx
https://www.shapeamerica.org/advocacy/Reentry/K-12_School_Re-entry_Considerations.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools-faq.html
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Physical Education Learning Standards Timeline

The New York State Physical Education Learning Standards were approved by the NYSED Board of 
Regents on March 2, 2020.

NYS Physical Education Learning Standards

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/physical-education-learning-standards
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Culturally Responsive-Sustaining Education Framework

This Framework:
 Affirms cultural identities
 Fosters positive academic 

outcomes
 Develops students’ abilities to 

connect across lines of 
differences

 Elevates marginalized voices
 Empowers students as agents 

of social change

Implementation Plan:
In partnership with the West Comprehensive Center, a Strategy 
Committee, consisting of various NYS stakeholders and 
community organizations will:
 Develop communication tools used for implementation
 Design a roadmap that will ensure commitments are met and 

organizational goals are established
 Increase capacity of NYSED and regional education partners 

(BOCES) to support statewide implementation of CR-S

Four Guiding 
Principles:

Culturally Responsive-Sustaining Education Framework

http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/culturally-responsive-sustaining-education-framework
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Diploma Requirements Resource Updates Coming Soon!

Parent 
Resources

General Education and Diploma Requirements

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/general-education-and-diploma-requirements
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Pathway Assessment Updates

LOTE / World Language
 Arabic

 American Council on the 
Teaching of Foreign Languages 
(ACTFL) Assessment of 
Performance towards 
Proficiency in Languages

CDOS
 National Occupational 

Competency Testing Institute 
(NOCTI)
 21st Century Skills for Workplace 

Success
 Employability Skills 

Department-Approved Pathway Assessments in Languages Other Than English and 
Department-Approved Pathway Assessments in Career Development and Occupational Studies

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/lote-approved-assessments
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/cdos-approved-assessments-2017.pdf
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Staying Connected
Spring 2020
 Connected NYS educators to 

examples of emotional 
support, equitable solutions, 
and instructional practices 
utilized to stay connected to 
students and families during 
COVID-19 building closures

Moving Forward
• Plan to continue sharing best 

practices during reopening 
and throughout the 2020-
2021 school year

• Next edition anticipated in 
October 2020

Staying Connected: Your Stories

http://www.nysed.gov/edtech/staying-connected-your-stories


Questions?
Office of Curriculum & Instruction

(518) 474-5922
emscurric@nysed.gov

Contact Us!

mailto:emscurric@nysed.gov
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/contact-us
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