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Exemptions from Assessments
COVID-19 Cancellations and Closures

Students granted an exemption from 
any examination are not required to 
pass such specific examination to 
meet the assessment requirements 
for any diploma type (local, Regents, 
or Regents with advanced 
designation). 

Regents Examination and Graduation Requirements: Questions Related to COVID-19 Closure
FAQ Related to the Cancellation of the January 2021 Regents Examinations

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/coronavirus/nysed-covid-19-regents-grad-req-faq.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/coronavirus/faq-january-2021-regents-examinations.pdf
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Parental Right to Decline Examination Waivers
Forthcoming

Parents must understand:
 the decision is irrevocable;
 the student will not be eligible to graduate 

until the student meets all graduation 
assessment requirements, including 
those for which the student was 
previously eligible for an exemption and 
the parent declined such exemption; and

 the student will remain eligible to receive 
a free public education until the end of the 
school year in which the child attains age 
21 or earns a diploma, whichever shall 
occur first. 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): P-12 School Guidance

http://www.nysed.gov/coronavirus/guidance-p-12-schools


Office of Early Learning
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P-3 Virtual Summer Institute

The NYS Council on Children and Families (CCF) is 
partnering with the NYS Education Department’s Office of 
Early Learning to convene the annual P-3 Summer 
Institute.  Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this year’s P-3 
Summer Institute Virtual Thursdays will be online, and it 
will include speakers such as Principal Baruti Kafele
(pictured below). Use the link above to find more 
information.

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/earlylearning/P-3_Summer_Institute_Virtual_Thursdays.html
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Reopening Guidance 

• “Recovering, Rebuilding, and Renewing: The Spirit of New 
York’s Schools Reopening Guidance” was released on 
July 16, 2020. 

• NYSED’s Office of Early Learning, along with the other P-
12 Program Offices, developed the guidance document. 

• The Office of Early Learning developed guidance 
around Prekindergarten programs throughout NYS. 

• Version 2 will be available on NYSED’s Reopening 
Guidance website. 

http://www.nysed.gov/reopening-schools/recovering-rebuilding-and-renewing-spirit-new-yorks-schools-reopening-guidance
http://www.nysed.gov/reopening-schools
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Instructional Programming 

• The Office of Early Learning has asked Districts and 
Community-Based Organizations (CBOs) who contract 
with districts to consider limiting strategies and best 
practices that encourage physical contact such as hand-
holding buddy systems.

• Districts and CBOs should consider the amount of screen 
time that is appropriate for young learners in a hybrid or 
remote* learning model. 



8

Budget and Fiscal 

• For the 2020-2021 school year, Universal Prekindergarten (UPK) and 
Statewide Universal Full-Day Prekindergarten (SUFDPK) grants will be 
calculated in the same way as in past years. 

• For UPK funding, NYSED has provided districts with an emergency regulation 
to convert more than 30% of their full-day seats back to half-day seats without 
penalty. 

• The child count pull date (to determine the maximum grant payable) has been 
moved from BEDS day to December 1, 2020.*

• Districts can count students toward their allocation regardless of the 
instructional model chosen by the district.*
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Staffing Flexibility for the 2020-2021 School Year

• To meet the needs of districts and CBOs, the Office of Early 
Learning has provided some flexibility in the student to staff 
ratios for 3- and 4-year-olds for the current school year due to 
COVID-19 and social distancing.

• All primary instruction still needs to be delivered by a 
certified teacher as outlined in Education Law 3602-e

• Once the district or CBO goes above the flexibility threshold 
for the number of students allowable in the student to staff 
ratios as outlined, they will have to use Commissioner’s 
Regulations 151-1.3 and the staffing ratios set forth in 
Regulation. 
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Prekindergarten/Kindergarten Screening

All students, upon entry into the NYS 
Public School system, must have a 
diagnostic screening completed as 
part of Commissioner’s Regulations 
117.3. 

The diagnostic screening of students 
should be completed by December 1 
of the current school year. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Office of Early Learning has allowed the 
Diagnostic screening on new entries 
after December 1st of the current school 
year to occur “as soon as practicable”. 
This waives the requirement for Districts 
to complete the diagnostic screening with 
15 days if a student enters in after 
December 1 of the current school year.

While a best practice, Kindergarten 
screening is not mandatory for 
students who have already been 
screened by the district or a 
collaborating agency that contracted 
with the district as a prekindergarten 
student. 
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Child Count Pull Date – 2020 – 2021 School Year

 On November 5, 2020, the Office of Information and Reporting Services and 
the Office of Early Learning released a joint memo regarding the child count 
pull dates for Universal Prekindergarten (UPK) grants and Statewide 
Universal Full-Day Prekindergarten (SUFDPK) grants. The new pull dates 
are: 
 January 15, 2021
 April 16, 2021
 June 4, 2021
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Voluntary Registered Nursery Schools and Kindergartens

• Section 125.1 has been amended to allow Voluntary 
Registered Nursery Schools and Kindergartens, whose 
registration was to expire in the 2020-2021 school year 
and does not receive an on-site visit from the Office of 
Early Learning due to the continuing COVID-19 crisis, 
shall be granted an extension for their renewal until the 
2021-2022 school year. 



Office of Curriculum and Instruction
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Forthcoming Curriculum and Instruction Resources (2020-21)

 ELA & Math 
Curriculum “Bridge” 
documents 

 Physical Education 
Standards 
Roadmap and 
resources

 Arts Course 
Flowcharts and 
FAQ

 Science Standards 
webinars, with a 
focus on ELLs 

 Seal of Civics 
Readiness 
guidance

 Diploma 
Requirements 
Parent Resources

 Scaffolding Toolkit
 Culturally 

Responsive-
Sustaining 
Roadmap
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ERIN’S LAW 
WEBSITE 
AND 
GUIDANCE 
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Write on, NY!

 Initiative to support writing 
across New York State

 Audience includes 
educators and students, 
as well as parents and 
community members

 Plan to develop resources 
specific to content areas
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Arts Update
Arts Standards Implementation Resources

Discipline Specific Guidance 
Course Flow Charts
Pertinent Regulations 
for arts education at 
elementary, middle and 
high school levels
Course progressions at 
three levels
Visual and media arts—
suggested opportunities 
for varied entry points 
SCED  Codes
Course Descriptions

General and Discipline specific FAQ’s
 General and discipline specific FAQ’s on 

the Learning Standards for the arts

 Common questions about the 
implementation of the  2017 Learning 
Standards for the Arts.

Resources, including Course Flow Charts, 
can be found on the Office of Curriculum 
and Instruction’s Arts webpage.

Please also see recently released Arts 
Standards Self-Trainings.

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/arts-course-flowcharts
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/arts
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/arts-professional-development
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Physical Education Learning Standards Timeline

The New York State Physical Education Learning Standards were approved by the NYSED Board of 
Regents on March 2, 2020.

NYS Physical Education Learning Standards

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/physical-education-learning-standards


19

Staying Connected
Spring 2020
 Connected NYS educators to 

examples of emotional 
support, equitable solutions, 
and instructional practices 
utilized to stay connected to 
students and families during 
COVID-19 building closures

Moving Forward
• Plan to continue sharing best 

practices during reopening 
and throughout the 2020-
2021 school year

• Next edition anticipated in 
October 2020

Staying Connected: Your Stories

http://www.nysed.gov/edtech/staying-connected-your-stories


Office of Career and Technical Education
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Office of Career and Technical Education (CTE)
Staff

Amy Cox
Director of Career Readiness and 

Workforce Development

Michael 
LaMastra

Associate in Business & 
Marketing Education

Brittany 
Kitterman

Associate in Technology 
Education

Kelsey Roman
Assistant in Technology 

Education

Louise 
Bigando
Associate in Health Sciences 

Education

Nicole Hadsell

Associate in Trade and 
Technical Education 

Kelli Grab
Associate in Agriculture 
Education and Family & 

Consumer Science 
Education

Cily Rueda

Associate for Perkins

Michelle 
Muscedere

Associate for Civil Rights 
Compliance Reviews

Deb Reiter
Bureau Chief, Career and 

Technical Education Donna Kiley
Administrative 

Specialist

Jesse 
Chapman

Education Program 
Assistant

Jordan Fields
Education Program 

Assistant



22

OFFICE OF CTE CURRENT ACTIVITIES INCLUDE:

Reviewing office policies and protocols (CTE program approvals/reapprovals, Perkins applications, 
technical assistance, etc.) and updating to provide consistency amongst all associates and alignment with 
our CTE Technical Assistance Center (CTE TAC);

Reviewing materials/resources located on the CTE website and updating to reflect most up-to-date 
practices, policies, and protocols; and

Reviewing all CTE program approval/reapproval applications for the 2020-21 and 2021-2022 school year
*CTE program reapprovals for the 2020-21 year were due June 30, 2020
*CTE program approvals for new programs to operate in 2020-21 and 2021-22 were due November 1, 2020
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PERKINS V Plan priorities include:

Increasing access 
to high-quality 
CTE programs

Supporting at-risk 
students enrolled 
in CTE programs

Improving career 
development for 

all students

Building regional 
collaboration 

amongst 
secondary and 
postsecondary 
education and 

business/industry

The NYS Perkins V State Plan was submitted to 
USDE on April 13, 2020 and approved June 19, 2020.
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PERKINS V 
ACTIVITIES

 Review of Comprehensive Local Needs Assessments (CLNA) 
and Perkins Applications for funding completed

 The CLNA is a new component of the federal legislation 
which requires applicants to conduct a review of all their 
NYSED-approved CTE programs every two years to 
determine where gaps may appear in areas such as:
 Labor market alignment
 Access and equity for all students
 Performance indicators 

 Perkins funding must now be directed towards 
ameliorating those gaps identified in the CLNA

 Planning a Work-Based Learning (WBL) Advisory Panel 
meeting to be held in early 2021
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Civil Rights Compliance Reviews

Plan
 Revised the federal Methods of Administration (MOA) Plan to monitor civil rights 

compliance in CTE programs receiving federal Perkins funds

Review
 Aligning the review of civil rights compliance with the CTE program reapproval 

process and information submitted through the Perkins CLNA summaries

Identify
 Identifying those programs that may be out of compliance and providing technical 

assistance and support to reestablish compliance 



Questions?

Contact the Office of CTE at: emsccte@nysed.gov

mailto:emsccte@nysed.gov
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